
 

ETSD Bulletin   
November 17, 2021 

 
 
From the Superintendent 
Ambrose F. Duckett, III 
 
On November 11, 2021, I proudly read a statement over our intercom celebrating Veterans 
Day.  It is important that our students understand the great sacrifices that women and men 
make each day to protect our freedoms.  The next day, Friday, November 12, 2021, our eighth 
grade students had an opportunity to sit down with veterans from as far back as World War II 
(pictures below).  What an honor to be in the presence of such selfless individuals.  I am a firm 
believer that one area our country can improve upon is support and acknowledgement of 
those who serve.  Please join our school as we give a big thank you to those in our community 
and beyond who have chosen to serve.  
 
As many of you know, the Board of Education (BOE) has made revising the Mission and 
Vision statements a BOE goal for the 2021-2022 year.  Last month, our Parent Advisory 
Group (PAG) met and began this year-long process.  PAG agreed to combine the two 
statements into one.  This will require the help of our stakeholders.  To that end, BOE 
member, Kerry Douglas, and I were joined by the team of parents to embark on this 
process.  The team has developed a survey for our students and stakeholders to complete.  
We are asking parents in elementary grade levels to work with your child to complete this 
simple survey.  We are hoping to have the results by November 24, 2021.  It is our hope that 
we can present a new mission/vision statement to the BOE before the end of the 2021-2022 
school year.  For any stakeholder who is interested in participating in this process, please 
look out for our next PAG meeting announcement. 
 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
Assistant Principal 
Ray A. Robinson, Jr. 
 
Hello ETSD Families and Community,  
 
I trust that you are all doing well as the holiday season is rapidly approaching. In the midst of 
all that is happening in our respective worlds, I encourage you to take a moment to spend 
some time with your loved ones this holiday season and remind them of how much they 
mean to you.  
 
As I share that, I think it's safe to say that the student body here at ECS means a great deal 
to our staff and administration!  There are a few housekeeping items that I'd like to address in 
an effort to ensure the continuity of the education process here at ECS.  With that said, 
please be sure to discuss the following with your students: 
 
Cell Phones:  Unless prompted or instructed by their teachers, students should not be on or 
using their cell phones during the school day.  We would like to eliminate any disruption 
through the use of their phones as students may be missing out on pertinent information 
being taught while they're in school.  As a result, students will start to be consequenced 
when (mis)using their phones during instructional time.  
 
Dress Code:  For the most part, students have complied with the parameters of the dress 
code, however, there have been some instances where our staff has had to redirect students 
and remind them of what is acceptable and what is not.  Please note the following with your 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSk6M0Co7l2iGucJgq2H7mxzNQTEzYTsYQ6gVssIQ6qFm3zQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


students as a reminder of what is permissible.  The following list highlights the most visible 
dress code issues but these items do not complete the dress code compliance list:  

 Masks!  Students are to wear their masks up over their nose and mouth while in 
class and in transition.  For the most part, students have done a great job with this, 
but I wanted to keep this topic present to stop the spread of the virus.  

 Skirts or shorts need to be fingertip length. 
 No spaghetti straps and midriff shirts are allowed. 
 No offensive attire – this includes foul language, inappropriate pictures, inappropriate 

gestures, or the promotion of such activities. 
 Except for religious reasons, no headdress should be worn inside the building. 

Breakfast closes at 8:25 – with the exception of students who ride a bus that arrives after 
that mark, (walker and drop-off) students will not be permitted into breakfast after 8:25.  

Continue to have your students make it a point to arrive at their respective homerooms and 
classes on time.  

Again, I don't want this to be received with a negative connotation but this note is just a 
reminder to our students of a few things that will help them be successful throughout their 
school day.  
 
Other than that, I hope you all have a safe, wonderful holiday season. It's the best time of the 
year!! 
 
 
Notes from the Nurse’s Office  
 

Thank you, Eastampton Community, for your patience, understanding, and hard work along 
this lengthy COVID journey. Please continue to be diligent with reviewing the Daily Health 
Check-In, and keeping students home when they are not feeling well. Remember that if your 
student’s symptoms meet the COVID exclusion criteria on the Daily Health Check-In, then 
per Department of Health (DOH) guidance, they need a PCR COVID lab test. While waiting 
for your student’s test results, any siblings (household contacts) who are not fully vaccinated, 
should stay home as well.  (They do not be tested unless they develop symptoms too). 

We feel it is important to express that even when a PCR COVID test result is necessary for 
your student to return to school, our first priority is caring for your sick child. If their symptoms 
merit a trip to the pediatrician, please do so. If they need to rest and feel better before a trip 
to the clinic or pharmacy, please do so. But then, as soon as they are up for it, please get 
them tested. The results will take a day or two, so your child will still have more time to rest 
and recover. But the sooner you have a negative result, the sooner healthy siblings and 
recovering students can return to school. We greatly appreciate your help with this process 
as it keeps the number of COVID cases in school to a minimum.  

Please note that not all doctor’s offices are fully aware of DOH guidance for schools. 
Alternate diagnoses and/or rapid COVID tests are helpful, but not sufficient for return to 
school. You may have to request the PCR COVID test. If you are ever unsure about testing 
requirements, please contact the Nurse’s Office, or refer to the ECS COVID Information 
webpage. 

As an option for you, COVID Testing Resources are included on the ECS webpage. The two 
flyers are for locations that do not require appointments (but have the option), and have been 
fairly quick with results.  

COVID-19 vaccination has been shown to significantly reduce the risk of infection, and if 
infected, reduces the severity of the disease. Therefore, the COVID-19 vaccine is one of our 

https://www.etsdnj.us/Page/8282
https://www.etsdnj.us/Page/8282
https://www.etsdnj.us/Page/8282
https://www.etsdnj.us/Page/7063
https://www.etsdnj.us/Page/7063
https://www.etsdnj.us/Page/8344


best tools to protect individuals, reduce the spread of the disease, reduce the impact on our 
schools, and keep students in school to learn. In fact, DOH guidance for schools does not 
require vaccinated individuals to quarantine following exposure (they should monitor their 
health, and get tested).  More than 90% of the ECS staff is vaccinated.  Approximately 40% 
of our students age 12 and older are already vaccinated. And now that all students age 5 and 
older are eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine, we encourage all our parents and families to 
consider vaccination. 

COVID-19 Vaccine Resources 

 Contact your child’s pediatrician. 

 Burlington County Health Department 

 Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (chop.edu) 
o Should My Child Get the COVID-19 Vaccine? 
o Feature Article: 3 Considerations for COVID-19 Vaccination of 5- to 11-year-old 

Children 

 American Academy of Pediatrics (aap.org) (healthychildren.org)  
o COVID-19 
o COVID-19 Vaccine Checklist for Kids Age 5 and Up 
o The Science Behind COVID-19 Vaccines: Parent FAQs 

 CDC COVID-19 Vaccines for Children and Teens 

 FDA COVID-19 Vaccines 

 MayoClinic COVID-19 vaccines: Get the facts  
 

 
Our Annual Veterans Day Program 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.co.burlington.nj.us/290/Health-Department
https://www.chop.edu/
https://www.chop.edu/news/health-tips/should-my-child-get-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.chop.edu/news/feature-article-3-considerations-covid-19-vaccination-5-11-year-old-children
https://www.chop.edu/news/feature-article-3-considerations-covid-19-vaccination-5-11-year-old-children
http://aap.org/
https://healthychildren.org/
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/Getting-Your-Child-Ready-for-the-COVID-19-Vaccine.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/The-Science-Behind-the-COVID-19-Vaccine-Parent-FAQs.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/children-teens.html?s_cid=11370:cdc%20covid%20vaccine%20teens:sem.ga:p:RG:GM:gen:PTN:FY21
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/coronavirus-vaccine/art-20484859


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


